
 

 

For immediate release: 
 
Forsyth Central High School Athletic Director Dan Kaplan has announced that Frank Hepler will be stepping 
down as Head Coach of the school’s football program. Coach Hepler met with his players earlier today to 
share his news and has released this letter to the Central community: 
 

It has been five amazing years for me and my family, but it is time to head back to Florida.  My wife 
has been appointed Assistant Principal at a school in Lee County, Florida-a dream job for her for sure. 
It is also located in the same town where my daughter and her husband and my grandchildren live. It 
is time for me to dedicate my time to my family because they have always given so much to me. 
 
Mr. Young, Mr. Kaplan, our administrative team and our phenomenal coaching staff and talented 
players have been fantastic to work for and with.  The feeder Middle School principals and coaches 
have been awesome to work with and to get to know.  Additionally, many of our local businessmen 
and women have been tremendous to work with and I want to thank each of them for their support. 
 
I believe we are leaving FCHS football in a better place than when we arrived. With the support of our 
Board of Education and taxpayers, we were honored to see a renovation of our facilities, expansion of 
our stadium, and construction of our new field house. Additionally, we were able to complete weight 
room renovations and the improvement of our overall football equipment. Most importantly, of 
course, has been our on-field performance, where we showed incredible improvement over these past 
five years. Making the leap from 5A to 7A was not easy, and we have had our share of great wins and 
close losses along the way.  Our improvement made us an opponent that each team had to truly 
prepare for and compete at the highest level with.  A trip to the 7A State Playoffs for the first time in 
18 years during our run highlighted the turn-around in this program. With success at the sub-varsity 
level, committed players and parents in the program, and the support of our school staff, Forsyth 
Central Football is poised for continued success.  
 
There has been a real spirit of pride at FCHS and I believe our football success has had a positive 
impact on that.  Our school and our athletics are getting the respect they have so long deserved. 
 
I was blessed to finish my career as a Head Coach here at Forsyth Central.  I resigned from West 
Forsyth in 2014 to return to Florida to help with family and later returned to Georgia in 2015. This 
time things are different for our family.  We look forward to my wife’s success as a school 
administrator and I will begin a career coaching my grandsons! 
 
Again, thank you to the entire Central Family from the bottom of my heart. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Frank Hepler 

 
 
Coach Hepler’s finishes his career as a head coach with 210 wins and 76 loses. At Forsyth Central, the team’s 
5-year record was 18 and 29. During his two stints in Forsyth County, Coach Hepler went 76-38, with five 
State Playoff appearances, one Region Championship and one Region Runner Up.   
 
Forsyth Central Principal Mitch Young stated, “It is a sad day to have Frank step down.  He did a tremendous 
job of raising respect for our school and football program.  He and Heidi are class acts who will be tough to 
replace, but we are so excited for them, personally, as they embark on this new journey.  Assistant Coach 
David Rooney will run the show for us until we are able to identify a new head coach for our Board of 
Education’s approval.  That search will begin immediately.”  

 


